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December 7, 2005

Mark Nicolini, Budget Director
Budget Offi ce, City Hall Room 307

Dear Mr. Nicolini:

I am writing you in response to the recently approved $125,000 allocation in the 2006 
Budget whereby the Common Council desires to commission a study of police department 
manpower needs.  During the budget debate on this item, I raised a number of issues that I 
believe ought to be properly addressed as this study moves forward.  I am writing to seek 
your assistance in ensuring this happens.

As you know, in addition to the policy debate about the appropriate level of overall police 
staffi ng, there has also been strong concerns raised for years about the allocation of police 
resources across the city.  Elected leaders (myself included), residents and business owners 
in areas along the periphery of the city have continually raised issue with the inadequacy of 
police personnel patrolling and high propensity of squads being pulled out of their neigh-
borhoods.  Similar issues have been raised in my aldermanic district about the geographical 
location of the District 7 police station and the effect this has on squad time spent on the far 
west end of the city.        

It is my hope that any study of police resources would address the comprehensive needs of 
the community and not just a target number for overall offi cers.  The taxpaying residents of 
the 5th district and other areas of the city deserve nothing less.      

Please do not hesitate to reach me if you have questions or would like to discuss this matter 
further.  Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Jim Bohl,
Alderman, 5th District

Cc: Chief Nannette Hegerty
 David Heard, Secretary Fire and Police Commission
 Members of the Fire and Police Commission


